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This information is part of Exercise Tangaroa. There is no tsunami. 
We are part of a test of New Zealand’s arrangements for preparing for, responding to, and recovering from a national tsunami impact. 
For more information, go to:

http://www.civildefence.govt.nz/cdem-sector/exercises/exercisetangaroa2016/
Evacuated Northlanders urged to prepare for overnight stay
Thousands of Northlanders who evacuated ahead of the large tsunami that struck across the region today are being urged to make preparations for a night away from home.

Officials say while the impacts of tsunami which struck along the region’s coast are still being assessed, damage which has already occurred – combined with the possibility of more over the next 24 hours or so – make it clear evacuees will be unable to return home today.

A large earthquake off the Kermadec Islands caused this morning’s tsunami and scientists warn aftershocks could generate more tsunami – some possibly larger than those experienced to date – over the next 24 hours. 
Tony Phipps, Group Controller for the Northland Civil Defence Emergency Management Group (CDEM), says on that basis people, including an estimated 20,000-plus Northland evacuees – should stay well away from coastal and low-lying areas until an official all-clear is given.
“The tsunami’s impacts have been felt nationwide, but in Northland, Bream Bay, Oakura, Ngunguru, Matapouri, Mangawhai, Paihia/Russell/Opua, Taipa and Mangonui appear to have been worst-affected and the Defence Force is carrying out initial aerial sweeps of the region to more accurately assess damage.”

Mr Phipps says the initial focus for authorities both here in Northland and nationwide will be to secure help to those who need it most urgently, including access to medical treatment and establishing Civil Defence Centres, formerly known as welfare centres.

He says obviously people should only move about if safe to do so – including relocating to overnight accommodation – and in general, Civil Defence says people should avoid all unnecessary travel and stay off the region’s roads.
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“In Northland we’re asking evacuees to consider staying with family/whanau or friends in the first instance where possible, again assuming it’s safe to travel.”

Hotels, motels or other commercial accommodation was another option and a network of Civil Defence Centres has also been set up region-wide for those who need them. 
Mr Phipps says Civil Defence Centres have been established as follows:

Whangarei District;

Hikurangi Memorial Hall
Whangarei ASB Stadium

Maungakaramea Sports Complex

Kaipara District;
Kaiwaka Sports Complex, Gibbons Rd

Dargaville Town Hall

Pouto Marae

Far North District;
Kaikohe

Okaihau

Towai Community Hall

Doubtless Bay Christian Centre

Bay if Islands College, Kawakawa 
Oturu School.
“With an event of the scale of this one, Northlanders will need to draw heavily on their own common sense and resilience and help each other where they can over the next few days.”

It was also important for people to check for any new information as it was provided, which could be via traditional channels, including radio stations, or official sites on social media, including the Northland CDEM Group’s Facebook page – www.facebook.com/civildefencenorthland 
Information is also available from the Northland Regional Council’s website www.nrc.govt.nz/civildefence 
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Further information:
· Murray Soljak, Public Information Manager, Northland CDEM Group
Ph: (027) 404 7432
