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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Additional Item: Tasman Fires: Update

Portfolio Civil Defence

On 11 February 2019, Cabinet:

1 noted the briefing from the Minister of Civil Defence on the situation in regard to the fires 
in the Nelson Tasman region that have led to a civil defence emergency being declared and 
the evacuation of a large number of properties and people;

2 noted that the main impacts include: fire damage to forestry, agricultural land and 
infrastructure; evacuations; stock damage and losses; and psychosocial impacts on those 
affected;

3 noted that the government has provided an initial commitment of $20,000 to the Mayoral 
Relief Fund established by the Tasman District Council and that the Minister of Civil 
Defence is considering a further contribution;

4 noted that as of the morning of 11 February 2019 the fire appears to be contained, although 
the situation remains dynamic.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
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