
 

Proactive Release 

The following documents have been proactively released by the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet (DPMC), and National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), on 
behalf of the Minister for Emergency Management, Hon Kieran McAnulty: 

 
State of National Emergency for Cyclone Gabrielle briefings 

 
The following documents have been included in this release: 

Title of paper: 14022023 Declaring a State of National Emergency Cyclone Gabrielle  

Title of paper: 14022023 Tararua District - Declaration of State of National Emergency for 
Cyclone Gabrielle 

Title of paper: 19022023 Extension of the States of National Emergency for Cyclone 
Gabrielle  

Title of paper: 26022023 Second extension of the States of National Emergency for Cyclone 
Gabrielle 

Title of paper: 28022023 Giving Notice of a National Transition Period for areas affected by 
Cyclone Gabrielle 

Title of paper: 04032023 Third Extension of the State of National Emergency for Cyclone 
Gabrielle 

Title of paper: 06032023 Giving Notice of a National Transition Period for Wairarapa 
Districts  

Title of paper: 09032023 Cyclone Gabrielle - Giving Notice of a National Transition Period 
for Hawke's Bay and Tairawhiti 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Where this is the case, 
the relevant section of the Act that would apply has been identified. Where information has 
been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for 
withholding it.  

Key to redaction codes: 

• Section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals; 
• Section 9(2)(ba)(i), to protect the supply of similar information in the future; 
• Section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinion; and 
• Section 9(2)(h), to maintain legal professional privilege. 
 

 
© Crown Copyright, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

Annex Four: Draft memo describing the extensions to the states of 
emergency, to be provided to the House together with a copy of the 
signed extension form 

 

To: Clerk of the House, and the leader of each political party 

CC: Bills Office 

 

From: Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management  

 

For immediate presentation to the House 

Please see attached a declaration extending the current states of national emergency (due to 
Cyclone Gabrielle) signed by Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management 
at TIME and DATE.  

The extension to the state of national emergency over the Northland, Auckland, Waikato, 
Tairāwhiti, and Hawke’s Bay Civil Defence Emergency Management Group areas comes into 
force at 8.43 am on Tuesday, 28 February 2023 and will expire at 8.43 am on Tuesday, 7 March 
2023.  
 
The extension to the state of national emergency over the Tararua District comes into force at 
1.17 pm on Tuesday, 28 February 2023 and will expire at 1.17 pm on Tuesday, 7 March 2023. 
 
I have decided not to extend the state of national emergency over the Bay of Plenty Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Group area. This means that the state of national emergency The 
termination of the state of national emergency takes effect from 0800hrs hrs on 2 March 2023. 

 
 
The extensions have been made on the advice of the Director of Civil Defence Emergency 
Management and discussed with the Prime Minister. There is no limit to how many times a state 
of national emergency may be extended. 
 
The effect of the declaration is that control of the response to Cyclone Gabrielle is being 
managed at the national level, supporting the reduction and management of risk at the local and 
regional levels. 
 
It provides the Director of Civil Defence and Emergency Management and National Controller 
authority to direct and control the response under the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 
2002. The aim is to support the areas specified under the states of national emergency by 
coordinating across the regions and setting priorities for the response at the national level.    
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IN CONFIDENCE 

Annex Three: Draft memo describing the extension to the state of 
emergency, to be provided to the House together with a copy of the 
signed extension form 
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To: Clerk of the House, and the leader of each political party 

Cc: House Office 

 

From: Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management  

 

For immediate presentation to the House 

Please see attached a declaration extending the current state of national emergency (due to 

Cyclone Gabrielle) over the Tairāwhiti and Hawke’s Bay Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Group areas, signed by Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency 
Management at TIME on DATE.  

The extension to the state of national emergency comes into force at 8.43am on Tuesday, 7 
March 2023 and will expire at 8.43am on Tuesday, 14 March 2023. There is no limit to how 
many times a state of national emergency may be extended. 
 
The extension has been made on the advice of the Director of Civil Defence Emergency 
Management and discussed with the Prime Minister. This decision was made following 
engagement with the affected Civil Defence Emergency Management Group offices, both of 
which confirmed that the focus of their activities remains on the emergency response. 
 
The effect of the declaration is that control of the response to Cyclone Gabrielle in the 
Tairāwhiti and Hawke’s Bay Civil Defence Emergency Management Group areas is being 
managed at the national level, supporting the reduction and management of risk at the local 
and regional levels. 
 
It provides the Director of Civil Defence Emergency Management and the National Controller 

authority to direct and control the response under the Civil Defence Emergency 

Management Act 2002. The aim is to support the areas specified under the states of national 

emergency by coordinating across the regions and setting priorities for the response at the 

national level. 
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Annex Two: Draft memo describing the notice of national transition 
period, to be provided to the House with a copy of the signed notice 
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To: Clerk of the House, and the leader of each political party 

Cc: House Office 

 

From: Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management  

 

For immediate presentation to the House 

Please see the attached: 

• notice of a national transition period for the Masterton, Carterton and South Wairarapa 
Districts owing to the impacts of Cyclone Gabrielle signed by Hon Kieran Michael 
McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management at TIME on DATE. 

The transition period comes into force at TIME on DATE. 

The national transition period will be in force for 90 days, and ends at TIME on DATE, unless 
extended or terminated earlier. 

The notice of a national transition period have been made on the advice of the Director of 
Civil Defence Emergency Management and discussed with the Prime Minister. There is no 
limit to how many times a national transition period may be extended. 

The effect of the notice of a national transition period is that the recovery from Cyclone 
Gabrielle is being managed at the national level, supporting the reduction and management 
of risk at the local and regional levels. 

It provides the Director of Civil Defence and Emergency Management and National 

Recovery Manager with the authority to direct and coordinate the recovery from Cyclone 

Gabrielle. The aim is to support the areas specified in the notice of national transition by 

coordinating across the regions and setting priorities for the recovery at the national level. 
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Annex Three: Draft memo describing the notice of a national transition 
period, to be provided to the House together with a copy of the signed 
notice 
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To: Clerk of the House, and the leader of each political party 

Cc: House Office 

 

From: Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency Management  

 

For immediate presentation to the House 

Please see attached a notice of a national transition period for the Hawke’s Bay and 
Tairāwhiti Civil Defence Emergency Management Group areas owing to the impacts of 
Cyclone Gabrielle, signed by Hon Kieran Michael McAnulty, Minister for Emergency 
Management at TIME on DATE.  

The transition period comes into force at 8:43am on 14 March 2023. 

The national transition period will be in force for 90 days, and ends at 8:43am on 12 June 
2023, unless extended or terminated earlier. There is no limit to how many times a national 
transition period may be extended. 

The notice of a national transition period have been made on the advice of the Director of 
Civil Defence Emergency Management and discussed with the Prime Minister. This decision 
was made following engagement with the affected Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Group offices, both of which confirmed that they are ready to transition the focus of their 
activities from response to recovery. 

The effect of the notice of a national transition period is that the recovery from Cyclone 
Gabrielle is being managed at the national level, supporting the reduction and management 
of risk at the local and regional levels. 

It provides the Director of Civil Defence and Emergency Management and National 
Recovery Manager with the authority to direct and coordinate the recovery from Cyclone 
Gabrielle. The aim is to support the areas specified in the notice of national transition by 
coordinating across the regions and setting priorities for the recovery at the national level. 
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