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Lessons learnt from Pacific Wave exercise

The success of today’s tsunami exercise shows New Zealand can have confidence in the ability of the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management (MCDEM) to manage a major emergency, says MCDEM Director John Norton.

Exercise Pacific Wave was designed to test Civil Defence warning and communication arrangements.  It began at 10.14am with a simulated warning of a earthquake off the coast of Chile and ended at 7pm, by which time more than 158,000 people had been ”reported” as being evacuated from low lying coastal areas.

“Today’s exercise shows that New Zealand can be confident that the arrangements in place are robust and our procedures worked well.   The coordination with our regional CDEM partners provided them with timely advice so they could make decisions for their communities,” says Mr Norton.

“This exercise will be evaluated over the coming week and the lessons will be incorporated into our operating procedures.”

For more information, contact:

Lisa Mulitalo, communications advisor, 

Phone:   04 495 6835  

Mobile:   0272688463
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