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NEWS RELEASE

May 9, 2006

NZ to participate in Pacific-wide tsunami exercise 

New Zealand joins 28 countries from around the Pacific on May 17th, in the first international exercise to test warning procedures for a distant-source tsunami.

Exercise Pacific Wave has been designed to increase preparedness, exercise  warning arrangements in each country and improve coordination throughout the Pacific.  

The exercise, which will run for approximately eight hours, will begin with a simulated warning from U.S. Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii of a very large earthquake off the coast of South America. The intensity of the tsunami it generates won’t be known till the exercise has begun.

“This is an important exercise in terms of testing the current procedures of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System and helping to improve our own operational procedures,” said Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management (MCDEM) Director, John Norton.

“Last week’s earthquake off Tonga did not produce a tsunami but it did teach us valuable lessons about communicating with the sector and with the public via the media. Pacific Wave will help us further refine those lessons.”

Two reports commissioned by the Ministry and released in December 2005, indicate that New Zealand is as vulnerable to a major, distant-source tsunami as it is to a major earthquake.

New Zealand has been affected by more than 40 tsunami in the past 165 years. Three tsunami, in 1868, 1877, and 1960, were all generated by large earthquakes in South America and caused significant damage and disruption along the east coast of the North and South Islands and in the Chatham Islands. 

The exercise will be simulated entirely within the National Crisis Management Centre at Parliament and regional Emergency Operations Centers and will not involve actual public warnings or evacuations.

Media will be given access to the NCMC during the exercise for one hour (4-5pm) for a briefing by MCDEM Director, John Norton, National Controller, Mike O’Leary and the Minister of Civil Defence, Rick Barker.

For further information or to confirm attendance contact:

Allen Walley (Comms Manager) on 04 495 6840 or 027 272 4270
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