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Earthquake Recovery Overview 

• Network recovery progressing well

• Stage 1 of three stages to build resilience into the 
eastern suburbs now complete  
– Remaining stages due for completion December 2014 –

required for removal of temporary overhead lines

• New purpose-built Control Centre and offices fully 
operational

• Overall network recovery completion date 2019



Network Element Impact of Earthquake Progress to Date
66kV network 50% of cables damaged 

(30km out of 60km)
Two temporary overhead lines 
constructed – three stage 
process to replace these; Stage 
1 complete

Zone and building 
substations

4 of Orion’s 314 substations 
severely damaged
268 privately owned 
substations have damage

All zone and building 
substations assessed; 17% of 
repairs completed

11kV underground 
network

410 cables out of 6,622 
damaged; 1000+ faults

100% of known faults repaired
Now rechecking and assessing 
cables for hidden damage (4% 
completed)

Local substations 
(kiosks)

Some of the 3,392 local 
substations have moved on
foundations

All assessments complete; 11% 
of repairs complete

400V overhead 
network

Some damage to 3,059km 
of network (incl. poles sunk 
or leaning)

Make safe repairs completed
All assessments completed; 
60% of repairs are complete 



Commercial Connection Challenges……
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Then Came the 2013 Storms

• Early September storm was Orion’s third biggest 
event
– Only slightly less impact on the network than the 

September 2010 earthquake, and greater than 
1992 snowstorms

• What next ……
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